
REVIEW:  "A Murder of Ravens" written and performed by Adrienne Thomas (SICA Britain) at the
Brighton Fringe Festival, Rialto Theatre, Brighton UK, 14-
18 May

If you were to read the programme notes of A Murder of 
Ravens before entering the theatre, you might decide to 
give it a miss. Songs and poems titled Dark Side of the 
Ironing Board, Strange Woman, Valley of the Shadows, 
Where do you go to?, What has Jesus done for me? might 
make you prefer to buy a glass of wine instead of a theatre 
ticket. Yet this is not a depressing show. To not see it would
be like not going to an Edith Piaf concert, because  Edith 
regretted nothing.
Adrienne in her deep strong strident voice portrays the fate 
of women, who find their lives do not tally with their ex-
pectations. Rather, they are steeped in the passions of fear, 
anger, innocence, helplessness, and surprise by their dehu-
manised destinies. Why? How? No answers. They can only
show their impoverished state through song or poem.

Since I visited Portugal and was taken to hear Fado, I love 
Fado singing. I keep a Fado DVD in my car, turning it on to full blast when stuck in London traffic. 
So listening to Adrienne’s songs, one is transported to the familiarity of Fado. A Murder of Ravens 
should not come under the label of cabaret as is currently the case. It is the haunting cry of what, in 
this case, women have experienced through powerlessness. It is Fado - a Portuguese expression of 
song from the heart and soul. Some claim Fado arrived with the invasion of the Iberian Peninsular 
by the Moors, while others claim it came from the laments of the slaves of Brazil. Overall. Fado is 
an expression of the human condition of the defiled, the unfulfilled.

But can Adrienne Thomas be considered to be the first English Fado singer recounting the lives not 
of the Portuguese but that of her own countrywomen?  She does not deny that she is singing in the 
style of Fado, but says when she lived in Portugal she was often told that she sounded like a Fado 
singer. The programme notes claim, A Murder of Ravens is a reworking of a show originally created
and performed when Adrienne lived in the Arab quarter of Lisbon, so it may not be surprising that 
her work is so influenced by Fado. 

The production is directed by Gregory Gudgeon, (who is also directing and acting with Lucas Au-
gustine in his own production at the ONCA Gallery of The Life and Death of Puppet King Richard 
II by W. Shakespeare during the Brighton Fringe Festival). Adrienne wrote most of the 18 songs and
poems in the programme. Music by David Stevenson. Interestingly, if England does devolve into a 
nation of little importance as a result of current politics, it may be that this show is the forerunner of
the demise of the stiff upper lip and an introduction to the real hearts and souls of its people. 

Contact  Adrienne Thomas:  adrienne.thomas1@gmail.co.uk     For voice work visit: www.thevoice-
project.moonfruit.com
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